The Respiratory Distress Syndrome (RDS) develops gradually within 24 to 72 hours of clinical insult and in its pure form while physical findings are negligible, physiological changes exceed the apparent clinical signs and symptoms. If untreated progressive hypoxaemia and superimposed infection will lead to the death of the patient.
REPRODUCTIVE ENDOCRINOLOGY. By Yen, S. S. C. and Jaffe, R.B.
(Pp xiii+579. Illustrated. £28.00). Philadelphia, London, Toronto: Saunders and Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders. 1978 .
OVER the last two decades, biochemists and clinical investigators have gained remarkable insights into the fundamential processes of the neuroendocrine mechanisms involved in the control of hunan reproduction. All this information has now been gathered together and forms the basis of this excellent book. It is comprehensive and will be of greatest value both to the clinician diagnosing and treating patients and to biologists and chemists interested in the neuroendocrine control of reproduction. The book is divided into three sections. The first, consisting of nine chapters, deals with the physiology of the endocrine regulation of the reproductive system. Part two, the largest section, with twelve chapters covers the pathophysiology of the reproductive process. In part three the endocrinology of pregnancy is analysed in two chapters.
I was particularly impressed by the layout, the lavish provision of figures, diagrams and tables, and the wealth of information available for the management of clinical problems. The book is up-to-date, wide-ranging and thoroughly practical. Both distinguished authors have contributed extensively to the text as well as calling in the services of a number of recognized experts in their respective fields.
In these days of inflation this volume at £28.00 represents good value for money. The production is first class and in the best tradition of W. B. Saunders, a company noted for fine books. 
